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After traveling many hours and many miles in our beautiful 12 passenger van; our team arrives at the retreat site, 

unpacks the trailer, and sets up for the retreat. Before we do anything else we pray together as a team for an hour.  Oh, 

and as for the ‘we’, we are traveling Net Team #2 (Kate, Claire, Cori, Lindsey, Cailee, Joe, Ray, Jacob, Austin, Jake, Josh, 

and me, Bethany!) Most of the time team prayer involves a bunch of praise and worship. We have someone playing a 

guitar and somebody on a hand drum and we are praising the Lord for an hour, it’s a beautiful thing. And simply it is to 

grow in unity in prayer and to start off the day welcoming the Lord into our hearts. It strengthens us as a team and helps 

build unity. It is definitely one of my favorite parts of the day. We spend a majority of the beginning of the retreat 

mingling with the young people and welcoming them with something we call opening session. This is a time for the 

young people to get to know the NET team members and the missionaries to get to know the young people. We use 

creative skits and games as a way of breaking down the stereotype that faith is boring. The fun atmosphere helps the 

young people to be engaged and gives them the opportunity to relax and enjoy the retreat. After our team introduces 

ourselves, the retreat leader presents the theme of the retreat, followed by an opening prayer and small group. Some of 

my favorite parts of small group would be letting the ladies in my small group open up and ask questions.  

I love seeing them dive into their faith and have a curiosity to learn more about it. Small group gives them the chance to 

take charge of their relationship with Christ, as well as see young adults who are on fire for the faith. At this point of the 

retreat the youth regroup for the main presentation. The talk is the part of the retreat where the theme comes into 

play. A NET team member will go up and give a ten minute talk pertaining to the gospel message, which also includes 

the speakers own personal witness of that message. Then the talk is followed by a drama and a testimony, given by a 

NET team member. A testimony is a three minute sharing of the way the Lord has worked in a NET team member’s life.  

The NET team member is invited up to the front to share with all the retreatants on their spiritual growth and their 

journey with their relationship with the Lord. While we attempt to show how God has worked and who He is through 

the talks, testimonies, witness, and dramas, the most significant experience the youth can have is through Prayer 

Ministry. The youth are invited to sit and pray with sacred scripture, while the team members pray for each individual. 

When possible, this will include reconciliation and adoration. This is their opportunity that we give them to just let out 

their heart to the Lord and say what they need to say to Him. We hope they will have an experience with God that they 

can take home and live out in their daily lives. At the end of this time the team encourages the youth to continue 

following Christ and gives them practical tools to foster a life giving relationship with Christ. With the departure of the 

youth, my fellow missionaries and I head to new host homes, bringing Christ with us along the way.  

I hope you all got more of an idea of what my team and I do on a daily basis. I’d also like to share the exciting news that I 

was given an opportunity to extend my time with NET for a month by ministering overseas in Scotland to build up their 

NET program.  Scotland and other parts of Europe are struggling with their faith.  The youth over there need a revival 

and reminder of the love and care the Lord has for them.  I am honored with this opportunity and can’t wait to go.  NET 

has asked me to raise $1000 to help cover the cost of my training, meals, and plane ticket. I am asking for your help to 

make this mission a reality, as we strive to reignite the Catholic faith in Scotland.  Any donations and prayers would be 

greatly appreciated. You can donate online at: https://mission.netusa.org/giving/ministry-partnership-development. 

There will also be donation envelopes provided at the back of church and in the parish office.  Thank you all for your 

support, have a Happy New Year.  
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